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SUBJECT: EARTHQUAKE SITUATION UPDATE, AUGUST 10 
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1. MFA MORNING AUGUST 10 NOTIFIED DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS AND 
FOREIGN NEWSMEN IN PEKING THAT SIX TREMORS OE AT LEAST 
FIVE MAGNITUDE HAD OCCURRED IN TANGSHAN AREA IN 24 HOURS 
ENDING 1600 AUGUST 9, INCLUDING TWO MEASURING SIX AND 
SIX-POINT-TWO MAGNITUDE RESPECTIVELY. (THESE ARE PRE- 
SUMABLY THE TWO AETERSHOCKS REPORTED REFTEL) THE 
NOTIEICATION SAID THE NEW SHOCKS INDICATE AN INTENSIEICA- 
TION OF SEISMIC ACTIVITY, WITH THE POSSIBILITY THAT A 
FAIRLY STRONG QUAKE COULD OCCUR IN THE NEXT SEVERAL DAYS. 
IT THEREFORE ASKED THAT ALL EMBASSIES REMAIN ALERT AND 
CONTINUE TO TAKE PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES. 

2. FOREIGNERS TRAVELING IN THE SIAN AREA SINCE THE JULY 28 
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AND NEARBY TOWNS WELCOMING THE HEROES OE TANGSHAN. ONE 
PRC OFFICIAL REPORTEDLY STATED THAT BETWEEN 20,000 AND 
40,000 PEOPLE EROM TANGSHAN AND VICINITY WERE BEING 
EVACUATED TO THE SIAN AREA. TAIYUAN, CAPITAL OF SHANGI 
PROVINCE, MAY ALSO BE RECEIVING PEOPLE FROM TANGSHAN. 

AT LEAST THIS IS ONE POSSIBLE INFERENCE EROM EACT THAT 
SOME FOREIGN STUDENTS HAD A VISIT TO TACHAI PRODUCTION 
BRIGADE (NEAR TAIYUAN) CANCELLED, AND THE REASON THEY 
WERE GIVEN WAS THAT TAIYUAN HAD "ALSO BEEN AFFECTED" 

BY THE QUAKE. 

3. ACCORDING TO STORIES THAT APPEAR TO BE WIDESPREAD 
AMONG CHINESE IN PEKING, ONLY ONE TALL BUILDING WAS 
LEET STANDING IN TANGSHAN AFTER THE JULY 28 QUAKE, A 
NUMBER OF OTHERS PARTLY SANK INTO THE GROUND OWING TO 
FISSURES OR SUBSIDENCE, AND A TRAIN AND SECTION OF 
TRACKS DROPPED INTO A COLLAPSED MINE TUNNEL. 
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